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Nurses are the center of our efforts 

to improve the Nation’s health. They 
are at the front lines administering 
care, educating the public, helping pa-
tients and the families cope with the 
challenges of injury and illness. 

Unfortunately, as we hear too often, 
we are facing a serious shortage of 
nurses; and that shortage is growing, 
so much so that the Department of 
Health and Human Services recently 
predicted a shortage of more than 
800,000 nurses, keep in mind we have 2.7 
million nurses today, a shortage of 
800,000 nurses by the year 2020. 

With fewer and fewer trained hands 
and minds at the bedside and in the 
doctor’s office, leaving overworked 
nurses to handle more and more pa-
tients, we can only expect the avail-
ability of quality health care to de-
cline. 

We need to invest in attracting and 
training a new generation of nurses 
and to foster retention for those who 
are already practicing. Resolution 245 
honors the goals of National Nurses 
Week, raises the awareness of the vital 
role that nurses play in our health care 
system, and focuses attention on the 
unmet challenge that we face as the 
shortage of nurses intensifies. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the chairman 
and ranking member of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee for bringing this 
measure to the floor. I thank EDDIE 
BERNICE JOHNSON, and I am pleased to 
support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of our time. 

Mr. Speaker, I, too, would repeat my 
expression of appreciation for our col-
league, Ms. JOHNSON, for bringing this 
resolution today and commend all of 
those in our society who have chosen 
the field of nursing as their profession 
and encourage others to do so and fol-
low their example. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate that 
we honor them by this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
DEAL) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 245, 
as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous material 
regarding H.R. 4975. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DEAL of Georgia). Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from 
California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

LOBBYING ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 2006 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 783 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4975. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4975) to 
provide greater transparency with re-
spect to lobbying activities, and for 
other purposes, with Mr. BOOZMAN in 
the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
DREIER) and the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, I was just listening to 
the debate on the last bill considered 
under suspension of the rules, and I saw 
a wonderful sense of bipartisanship as 
we were able to pass, I suspect we may 
have a vote on it, but I know it will 
pass overwhelmingly, the legislation 
by our good friend from Dallas, Texas, 
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON. 

It is my hope that, as we proceed 
with this very important issue, that 
that same sense of bipartisanship can 
prevail. Because I believe that it is ab-
solutely essential to dealing with the 
challenge that lies ahead. 

Mr. Chairman, as you know very 
well, recent scandals involving elected 
representatives from both political 
parties have underscored the very ur-
gent need for us to reform ethics and 
lobbying rules. 
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The American people and Members of 
Congress are very correctly incensed 
about this. I believe that it is abso-
lutely outrageous some of the things 
that we have seen from both political 
parties over the past several months. 

Action, common-sense action, Mr. 
Chairman, is absolutely needed, and 
that is why I am very proud that 
Speaker Dennis Hastert 4 months ago 
stepped up to the plate and said this is 
exactly what we need to do, is we need 
to take strong action. 

Republicans and Democrats have 
worked together tirelessly on this issue 
over the past 4 months. The goal is to 
strengthen and reform House rules, as 
well as that 1995 Lobbying Disclosure 
Act which we very proudly put into 
place when we won the majority back 
in 1994. 

Our aim, our goal, is a Congress that 
is effective, a Congress that is ethical, 
and a Congress that is worthy of the 
public trust. Now, I know that the 
American people should understand-
ably have a healthy skepticism to-
wards this institution. That is what 
Thomas Jefferson wanted. But, at the 
same time, it is very important that 
we do what we can to enhance the level 
of trust that the American people have 
in their elected representatives. 

We know right after this began, at 
the beginning of this second session of 
the 109th Congress, we stepped right up 
and were able to take very bold action 
to bring about reform. On our very 
first day of legislative business we 
voted to level the playing field by end-
ing the access to the House floor and 
gym by former Members of Congress 
who are registered lobbyists. This rule 
change was supported by 379 of our 435 
Members. 

At the beginning of the last month, 
we took a second step in the name of 
balance and fairness. In another bipar-
tisan vote, the House closed an enor-
mous loophole in campaign finance 
regulations. Integrity in our elections 
was a key focus of our reform efforts, 
and the 527 Reform Act makes sure 
campaign finance laws apply across the 
board. 

Now we are considering the com-
prehensive reform package, H.R. 4975, 
the Lobbying Accountability and 
Transparency Act of 2006. Mr. Chair-
man, this legislation seeks to uphold 
the highest standards of integrity when 
it comes to Congress’ interaction with 
outside groups. 

I am very proud of the process and 
the results of this multi-month effort 
that we have seen. Anyone, anyone, 
Democrat and Republican alike, out-
side groups, academics, anyone who 
wanted to offer any suggestion, any 
proposal at all, make any comment on 
any part of the legislation has had that 
opportunity. This has been a very thor-
ough and, again, a very bipartisan 
process. 

Mr. Chairman, we already conducted 
a very spirited and worthwhile debate 
just last Thursday when we were con-
sidering the rule that allows us to con-
sider this legislation; and, from that 
debate, it was very clear to me that 
there is a lot of confusion over H.R. 
4975. Frankly, Mr. Chairman, as I have 
read editorials for a wide range of pub-
lications here in this town and across 
the country, there is an awful lot of 
confusion as to what this bill actually 
does. So I thought that I would take 
just a moment to summarize for our 
friends here in the House and for any-
one who might be following this, any 
editorial writer out there, I would like 
to summarize what this legislation will 
and will not do. 

Mr. Chairman, this legislation will 
enhance transparency and account-
ability in Congress through increased 
disclosure and tighter rules. No matter 
what anyone says, Mr. Chairman, this 
legislation does increase transparency 
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